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A post Eaton-fire milestone: First
property in Altadena fire zone gets a
permit for rebuilding

The nonprofit Habitat for Humanity built the original home
that burned down in the fire and submitted like-for-like
plans for new home

A 4,058-square-foot lot in Altadena, seen on Wednesday, April 9, 2025, is the first property in the Eaton fire
area to have building permits approved. Records show the owners purchased the home from Habitat for
Humanity in Nov. 2023 after the nonprofit built the home. (Photo by Sarah Reingewirtz, Los Angeles Daily
News/SCNG)
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It is a narrow lot in West Altadena, cleared of debris from a modest house that burned down
in the Eaton fire and is now tagged ready for new construction.

The lot, at 2399 North Olive Ave., is the first property to receive permit approval for
rebuilding by Los Angeles County authorities among the nearly 7,000 homes destroyed in the
devastating fire, the county and other sources confirmed on Wednesday, April 9.

“It is the very first permit-ready property,” said Faith Mellinger, a spokesperson for the San
Gabriel Valley Chapter of Habitat for Humanity. “It is a milestone.”

The three-bedroom, 1,100-square-foot house, was originally built with the help of Habitat for
Humanity and sold at a reduced mortgage to a family who lived there since November 2023
until the Jan. 7 - Jan. 8 fire destroyed the home, Mellinger said.

“It is very exciting,” she said. “It is a testament to what Habitat for Humanity can do for other
members of the community as well.”
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Leaders and residents celebrate a Habitat for Humanity home in Altadena, back in 2023 (Courtesy, San
Gabriel Valley Habitat for Humanity)

The nonprofit resubmitted the old plans for the rebuild to the county at the One-Stop

Permitting Center in Altadena, making it easier for approval since there were no changes,
Mellinger said.

“This particular property was recently built on, so the initial building plans were easy to
access,” Mellinger said. “It is a like-for-like approval process.”

¢ Also see: Homes are beginning to take shape 3 months after Palisades fire
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Habitat for Humanity was issued the permit by the county on Wednesday afternoon,
Mellinger confirmed.

The county’s pace in issuing permits in the Altadena burn zone drew L.A. County Supervisor
Kathryn Barger’s ire on Tuesday.

The Board of Supervisors in early March brought a permitting team to Altadena, creating the
One-Stop Recovery Permitting Center in an empty building at 464 W. Woodbury Road, Suite
210, in Altadena.

The goal for weeks, voiced by Barger and others, was to cut the red tape to get people building
back again, and quickly.

But even with the one-stop shop humming along, the bureaucracy was still winning. By
Tuesday morning, no rebuild permits had been issued in Altadena, three months to date after
the fire, reported Barger, whose district includes Altadena.

Barger called the situation “unacceptable,” adding the deliberate activity was spoiling the
dreams of Altadena residents wanting to rebuild their homes.

“I've been keeping a close eye on the county’s one-stop permitting shop and to be candid —
I'm not satisfied with the pace,” Barger said Tuesday.

In September 2023, Barger joined SGV Habitat and local leaders to celebrate the home — a
lifelong dream for the family of five — on Olive Avenue. The family was the 100th family
served by the nonprofit, as part of its “Expanding the American Dream” campaign.

It was touted as a milestone moment in a region where some estimates showed that yearly
salary needed to buy a median priced home and comfortably make mortgage payments
hovered around $220,000 in L.A. County.

“The newly issued permit marks another important step towards Altadena’s recovery,” said
Barger in an emailed response on Wednesday. “Hope and stability go hand in hand — and we
need to keep accelerating this permitting work to the extent possible.”

The county confirmed the permit was issued, said Lisette Guzman, a spokesperson from the
county Public Works.

But in the wake of the fire, the lot is surrounded by homes that were destroyed in an Altadena
where concern is in the air about developers landbanking in the area — buying up burned
parcels for future sales or developing.

The lot directly to the north still has debris and several burned out vehicles on the property.
The neighborhood is just east of Lincoln Avenue and south of Figueroa Avenue, where some
homes were destroyed but many homes and apartments were intact.

SGV Habitat for Humanity is working on helping 200 other households whose homes were
completely destroyed, damaged or just needing repairs, Mellinger said.
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“Some people just lost garages. Others want to build an ADU (Accessory Dwelling Unit built on
a single-family lot),” she said. The group targets those in the Eaton fires who are underinsured
and need help with figuring out permits and with finances to rebuild.

“We are looking to help 200 households, to help those most vulnerable,” Mellinger said.
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Amazon's Worst Nightmare: People
Canceling Prime for This Clever
Hack

Online Shopping Tools

Renew Your Passport Online —

Here's How
GovPlus

Greta Thunberg's House Shocks
The Whole World, The Proof in Pics

Health Trition

Forget Hearing Aids: This Simple

Spray Changes Everything
Medilisk
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1Simple Hack to Slash Your Electric
Bill (Try Tonight)

Nexo Gadget

Transform Your Favorite Pics into
Breathtaking 3D Crystals

ArtPix 3D

She is Married to The Most

Handsome Man on Earth
healthtrition
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The Truth About Costco's Kirkland
Meat Almost No One Knows

learnitwise

Farmer Finds Missing Cow After 8
Months - When He Gets Closer, He's

Surprised
Happy in Shape

Experts Say This Drugstore Serum
"Removes Wrinkles Like Crazy”

The Skincare Magazine

What to Know About Taltz for

Psoriatic Arthritis
GoodRx
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No More Costly Repairs! Erase Car
Scratches in Minutes

Nexa

Caitlin Clark Steps Out With Her

New Partner And Stuns Fans
Vetob

Puppy Refuses to Leave Railway
Police Bursts Into Tears When They
Discover Why

beachraider
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Take a Look Inside Willie Nelson's

Repulsive Home
oldmoneystyle

Put a Toilet Paper Roll Under the
Toilet Seat at Night if Alone, Here's
Why

Life Hacks Garden

Norah O'donnell is Married to This
Beauty

Daily Sports Reporter
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30+ Coolest Gifts Nobody Would
Think of

Trending Gifts

9 Years Ago Most Beautiful Twins.
Their Appearance Today Will Shock
You

novelodge

You'll Never Guess What Common
Item Eliminates Stinky Dog Breath
Overnight!

ProDenta
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Cruise Ship Encounters Pirates -

Watch What The Captain Does Next
Happy in Shape

Dangerous Signs That You Have

Tardive Dyskinesia (Take a Peek!)
Tardive Dyskinesia Treatment

What Causes Tardive Dyskinesia?
The Real Reason Will Leave You
Wide-eyed!

Tardive Dyskinesia
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Dumbest Things We Spend Too
Much Money on

The Penny Hoarder

5 Ways to Cut Your Most Expensive
Bills Without Giving Up Anything

The Penny Hoarder

Arcadia: Modern 2-bed Senior
Apartments - Take a Look Inside!

senior living
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The Killer of Baldness Has Been
Found! (Try This at Home)

Moerie

If Your Dog Follows You Everywhere,
Here's What It Means

articlestone

Hidden Camera Reveals Hotel
Bedding Dirty Secret

Blissy

If a Cat Bites Their Owner Heres
What It Really Means

gloriousa


https://smeagol.revcontent.com/v3/BK9NWAiH889lQl-v1csxa0_GdLkg-4mzlWrb_BWmpgvOqeI1yD-flcn0us1Ng9UmWX-6tHIY9mFRUAfKCg_vwyFJkCu1OAnUfINpW39-QkMxLxMbNqr4nU5QmYYjFrpcpC4ZX0tVVhI-mrxQzGEOvwdnpmigt-8_pdFnWG-IxSrWPQbBvWKO-2DwpUK84Y7rLMb3PAbZYt2WfnBUhHh-0TLFTjVBJP6vS3l2Ri5tpvNZoSsuBJwcqnZ4-PINV64Fqj2LLRJjUENNC2EVGynhQyU8lDlHzSAwmu3Zn6lcpyTKUhu4nO_nG00ioKgDt3E0IVhEBFacrqyxFz7Rq6emm0D6RhoWt8nJuQUkhTBUZ8qC6Nxhv_SIvWwe_7HB7MjaEdVffZ7hiOmzmUrnejg7ndyu3Jf6tBIfNdmJLLVf4nlrIW_eDzh4MGqWV6R2mdiXJggr8b93wxowtZt9FWbHuJwOk9UCQw?p=GgFDMLXV9r8GOiRmNmEyZjVmNy0xODM0LTRlYzUtOTVjMS1kZTJkNTRhM2Y2MmJCJDhjMWU5NGNmLTEwYmUtNDgxNy1iZGRkLTdjMDgyMmU1Yzc1MUoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWIacEWIUcGFzYWRlbmFzdGFybmV3cy5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQASTYAbKO8AGRAilcj8L1KOw_qgIPMjE2LjE2NS4yNDEuMTE06gISCgl0ZXN0X21vZGUSBWZhbHNl6gIXCg51cHNjYWxlZF9pbWFnZRIFZmFsc2XqAhEKCGdyYXlfaW1wEgVmYWxzZQ
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/v3/32gHB6XI63hq1WKt9HFVVrRqus9Z1zvib1D-h1aRcUQVTigILIzuo8At47sEI6TnKdbBXa1YytOS_byeGWMCtyyqSktxdVYGYnJhVg7deFZUVnw8oJhWg2ADVCa9gyho4J3gTQNQi8Rcz7hKawT77amz3qlc5rYW62JooK60drGWP3hkKiYYwRpi4ecBLQxWuLz4B5sox-EhMEEf77b3FaN4R635zFZdGhtwOF5Rf7MnInPmuVK3ltn2qZAwDMsOrtdrojEA6TfvTxoVmKP5fIl-H2B8Zl_JgLqCHwF1RDvZCmIWOQPiyjZvVFI9ml8ftvOeOknLQCkYbfgIchpxL6BaAlbJsL69o9jEFaW_aKR0V3KGrSsQUGnSWAUW94UjOvydX74bwe5ZKrLCb0XFXHVYJ2X4omZZGH_UO455nR-LIxQ7vyYYKBDlhD0PXva6FbkGLIsupY2EGHgk0ztyCEagoqBw4MA2uxXIBEM0fSp1AkHdQgZJbhypNiDxP9ZlVWtNTOywiwhGqH42ATvS53xGH2RdvBdJXFJVh3PANUGisXNmxqeviSwxOVo90XWVzd2SsIkk7N-7zYeGso8?p=GgFDMLXV9r8GOiRmNmEyZjVmNy0xODM0LTRlYzUtOTVjMS1kZTJkNTRhM2Y2MmJCJDhjMWU5NGNmLTEwYmUtNDgxNy1iZGRkLTdjMDgyMmU1Yzc1MUoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWIacEWIUcGFzYWRlbmFzdGFybmV3cy5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQASXYAbKO8AGRAilcj8L1KOw_qgIPMjE2LjE2NS4yNDEuMTE06gIRCghncmF5X2ltcBIFZmFsc2XqAhIKCXRlc3RfbW9kZRIFZmFsc2XqAhcKDnVwc2NhbGVkX2ltYWdlEgVmYWxzZQ
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/cv/v3/Q2b5CE2zOiGSAx5MhaVB9RdbF6ismbJ2j_q-PZkYgz7l5gwoW6fx0MSqjTKSKvxS725CvBQ9gzJL6exyAqFtZjNzt9BYPGjECFmo5YiVw3cnutHEQ6OEZrSRYSa9AQk2t0C3v6AxAnT1eYVJplhk6cWeNm6Y93_5e0lYzCWk4N-AOChpopa-FuH0L6WYnC_Tth42uH1Pm5RJSArVu165c9zD1Yhe8P9b8hobkisHDJS_CrIzBD5Ed16AqBsIyg_FcxX5I7NXWotKH78GRKY2qKU6VhUZmvNGFtb9u0RwOzP5QZMoQvZVQnJhXfoIuOOdq4ai_Drl9yLEXnrW3FSBEgbeyvyCTM_XNx_BVqRtsPrszWu6dVtSBDdVLThU03Ft00-Jltuq3PjMEz0slhq2OmVk1na2uJdvAFfa4EPHyr1-qonTIIzH20s5-L5k9rXWbl_zG1u0ziN6WeTSk2JLU7RzUYazP6WOuIDtOKgcsrubz5NmTWqKG4aVlNFsxOJZEmZDMbvboMszhM_pyQQQvpPZjIrtpE1rPDdE-tT0Cf7vYYXVaxF3c7Qxy33REputZM5iyPoRb5_zthT7qE98iYhIJByUw3uUdTqlqkjT1MYkd2xNBYeW47PuRrTGkRdlxXIgdYRMXD-UWf6pbdgKK8TRfSZwAPiJQDbfWmomgA_Co80fq6FePlWU_fXctCEDxdRvg-nZFsr7w6iXAWsfHm8k9RmowYypi4EGTh4AyMOO6R8pJHCqicNRIbK04EZ-Eu9sziyUCEYD5Ya0EveZLgP3vUz0?p=GgFDMLXV9r8GOiRmNmEyZjVmNy0xODM0LTRlYzUtOTVjMS1kZTJkNTRhM2Y2MmJCJDhjMWU5NGNmLTEwYmUtNDgxNy1iZGRkLTdjMDgyMmU1Yzc1MUoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWIacEWIUcGFzYWRlbmFzdGFybmV3cy5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQASbYAbKO8AGRAilcj8L1KOw_qgIPMjE2LjE2NS4yNDEuMTE06gIRCghncmF5X2ltcBIFZmFsc2XqAhIKCXRlc3RfbW9kZRIFZmFsc2XqAhcKDnVwc2NhbGVkX2ltYWdlEgVmYWxzZQ
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/v3/K_UjNsw-JB8A64XfWTCri5N_fKEge36IoPa6ravbz1xonDfrRBiluivMYsyg77_XhqSJrphvprD4BcNXB81POyf2BHOXwrMaA6wLVITCDX1FgR1d1a9VTCZcxTqkrVVIVHFhLj1_6Slqjfs9dPdArjvOfk-gv6V0CGX1g9Ke-6b6bip6RrfqWcfpZpADQYBYRe36uLF7kfmWixJ7Bx53W16AfMI4siAbmzWAsCOE-LlhRKlrFjWHXmjf836ncPIZfrjAzcZui2HNSkSt44JxYEjSMeMX8gBWtzaLwGJkxdZOqgUXfXCseRjEkBXf1bMzlT69i1-Q3Z996GwiWFONXJwHL-3SIhKbx4gjIyU6otd96Vn8CF7jhWHy-jFlH47RBdZFJdu-nJvBddZQ8Vig4Q2quZByJ_K8iPgCQQQfSEbGDoFSXxn_txFRphNpZqELzWT5HnqPQaaESt4R1Cmot6dlJLfjCxj1aHlhV1Wiw49u6cTMWBf0tadKVJsrff1sEsjtyGLYgmY3DujPwblX8FETOvsMpNDfVnC1kyCHie40ZYMAW0x6jsje5AaREIEmnqJbpQVUcg0?p=GgFDMLXV9r8GOiRmNmEyZjVmNy0xODM0LTRlYzUtOTVjMS1kZTJkNTRhM2Y2MmJCJDhjMWU5NGNmLTEwYmUtNDgxNy1iZGRkLTdjMDgyMmU1Yzc1MUoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWIacEWIUcGFzYWRlbmFzdGFybmV3cy5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQASfYAbKO8AGRAilcj8L1KOw_qgIPMjE2LjE2NS4yNDEuMTE06gIRCghncmF5X2ltcBIFZmFsc2XqAhIKCXRlc3RfbW9kZRIFZmFsc2XqAhcKDnVwc2NhbGVkX2ltYWdlEgVmYWxzZQ

This Man Lives in a Cardboard

House - Take a Look Inside
Tips and Tricks

People Over 45 With Neuropathy

Are in for a Big Surprise (It's Genius)
Wellness Gaze Nuero

Endocrinologist: Do This
Immediately if You Have High Blood
Sugar

Viva Nura
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Hair Problems? Not Anymore! Try
This California Trick!

Moerie

Master Japanese Joinery-Secret

Blueprints Inside
Woodworking

6 Ways to Save Money in 2025

The Penny Hoarder
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